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RDERED, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporat 
in Parliament aſſembled, that the thanks of this Houſe 


| be, and ate hereby /given to the Lord Biſhop! of Ban= — | 
Sox, for the Sermon by him preached before this Houſe | F 
Yeſhexday in the Abbey Church. Ve eftminſter.—And he. 

18 bereby de ired to cauſe the ſame to be forthwith 


printed and publiſhed. SED. HEE 
1 . 04 LE COWPER, 7 
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THE ABBEY CHURCH: OF WESTMINSTER, 
THURSDAY,JANUARY, 30, 1% © 
BEING THE DAY APPOINTED ro E ons RRV A8 THE DAY or | -- 
THE MARTYRDOM. OF q | — 
BY JOHN LORD BIS a 
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HE HOUSE OF LORDS, ” 
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»St, PETER, II. 17. The latter Part of the Verſes 
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FEAR GOD. HoNOUR THE KTN O. 
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T has been ſometimes conſidered as a defect, ot omiſ- 
ſion, in the Goſpel of Chriſt, and that by perſons 
bearing no general ill-will to it, that it gives forth 

directions ſo much at large, and ſo uncircumſcribed, in 
| — to: Civil Government. | 


But it ought to be remembered, that the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion has for its primary object, men's higher and more 
permanent concerns; regarding all others as ſecondary con- 
ſiderations, and taking account of them only ſo far, as 
they are connected with, and may * in dome ſnape or 
other ſubſervient to, the former. 8 w 
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It is worthy of obſervation too, that a religion, defigned to 
'be univerſal, fo be the Jaw UN all nations and all people, 
could not well deſcend to particular and minute precepts 
on that ſubject, which would ſuit equally with every 
mode of government, -And wiſely, and very beneficently, 
it ſeems to have been intended by Providence, that Beings, 
endued with reaſon and every requiſite proviſion for the 
purpoſe, ſhould be left to chuſe for themſelves their own. 
particular forms, ſuch as their ſituation, or other circum- 
ſtances might recommend to them. Hence we are autho- 
riſed to conclude, that Chriſtianity bas introduced no alte- 


rations in the Civil rights of men, or the Political conſti= 


tutions of- different countries. 


Let it fuſfce that the general — of the Goſpel 
oblige all, who embrace it, to fulfil every duty that can 
ſtrengthen ſociety, and promote peace and unity among 
men; that they add their weight and authority to every 
political conſtitution, and aid magiſtracy and legiſlation; 
in all places, by ſuch ſanctions, as have the moſt power⸗ 
ul influence on the human heart. 


What 


T1 


Wheat thoſe Jorines of Revelation are, I ſhall hive occa- 
Bon to ſpecify in the proſccution of my preſent deſign ; 


which is, to ſhew from reaſon and ſcripture, the extreme 


| guilt of violent and lawleſs appoſition to regular and con- 


ſtitutional authority, duly exerciſed; and to throw ſome 
light on this poſition from that period of our hiſtory, which 
the preſent occaſion recals to our thoughts. 


The oppoſition, here ſpoken of, involves in it a breach 


of faith, which all give, explicitly or tacitly, to that 


government, which affords them protection. It is the 
greateſt and moſt flagrant offence againſt the ſtate, and 1s 


- puniſhed accordingly. i in every ſtate with the moſt 'exem- 


* 


plary ſeverity, Civil government was deſigned to protect 


the weak againſt the violent, and 'the righteous againſt the 


lawleſs and | diſobedient; and not only to defend th e lives | 
and properties of individuals by the ſtrength. and wiſdom - 


| of the whole body, but by the united exertions and en- 


deavours of all, under the friendly ſhelter of peace and ſe- 


eurity, to adorn human nature, and advance it te higher 


degrees of perfection and happineſt. But when violence 


is once gone forth, and grown ſtrong enough to appear in 
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arms, law is no longer regarded, or heard, amidſt the din 
of ſuch contention. Arts and Tearnitig droop ; and the 

ſpirit of wanton ravage often promps the deſtruction of 
their nobleſt ornaments: The child behaves himſelf proud} * 
againſt the an cient, and the baſe againſt the honourable. Every 
outrage in ſhort is committed under the plea of neceſſity ;. 
and vices of a moſt ſhocking nature, and of enormous 
e fix a _y hah on the e of a nation. 


* 


War is an accumulation of the heavieſt calamities-whicls: 
can befal mankind. But civil war 1s war in the extreme. 
and under its moſt frightful form. At that ſeaſon the ties 
of confidence, of friendſhip, of natural affection, are diſ- 
ſolved. Civil rancour operates like that religious hatred, 
of which our Lord prophecies; 4 man s foes. are they of bis. 
own houſhold. He is betrayed by parents and brethren, and 
kinsfolks and friends. The brother delivers up the brother to. 
death, and the father the child. And while every aggrava- 
tion of diſtreſs attends individuals, and the hand, deſigned 
for their ſupport and ſafeguard, is unnaturally lifted up 
agai aſt them, the vitals of the community are weakened, 


TTY 1 


and exbauſtedʒ and the country mourns and decays, on 
whichever fide fucceſs and victory declare. 


There is yet a further circumſtance, that ought to deter 
men for ever from incurring the guilt of fo 8 
"ated a crime. It ſcarce ever fails to proceed much beyond 
the original aim and intent of its authors, When the banks 
are once broken down, the torrent becomes incapable of 
direction, or controul. In public commotions of this kind 
every malignant paſſion of man's heart has full ſcope given 
for its exertion. Ambition, reſentment, and fear, cut off all 
retreat, or hope of reconciliation. Power is bande# about, 
and, as chance happens to throw it, falls into the hands of 
artful and aſpiring demagogues, or military deſpots ; and the 
ſcene cloſes at length with a ſucceſſion and multiplication. 


of evils, ſuch as anarchy and t. granny, alternately prevail 


ing, _ fail to produce. 


Thus do thoſe men act in direct breach of every public 
and private obligation, againſt all the rules of real patriot- 
iſm, againſt the dictates of reaſon, and the remonſtrances 
of humanity, I may add, and againit every true motive 
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of intereſt too, , who, daringly and by dint of arms, oppoſe 


legal and juſt government, and make uſe of that power 


to its ſubvyerſion, which was intended for i its s ſupport. 


Nor! 18 ths divine law leſs expreſs and determinate in 


execrating and condemning the crime we are contempla- 


ting; which tends directly to the diſſolution of all civil 
' ſociety, whereof God is to be regarded as originally the 


author ; and ſpreads deſolation among men, whoſe happi- | 


neſs he means ſhould be reciprocally promoted by all man- 


ner of ways. God, who is not the author of confuſion but 


of peace, has made immediate proviſion for the ſupport and 


well being of human governments by expreſs revelation 


of his will. . 


It is written in the law of Moſes, 7hou ſhalt not fpeat 


evil of the ruler of thy people; and the power of the ma- 


giſtrate is there ſupported by the terror of extreme puniſh- | 
ment: The man that will do. preſumptuouſly, and will not 
hearlen to the judge, even that man ſhall die. And what 


is the language of the evangelical law, which does not 


addreſs itſelf to a particular people, but to. the whole col. 


lective 


4 


— 


1 =. 
lective body of mankind ? Le- every ſoul be ſubject to the 
big ber powers, for conſcience ſake, Submit yourſelves 79 the | 
King—and to governor s—for fo ts the will of God. The 


teachers of this religion are directed to remind their hear- 


ers, that they be ſubjeft to principalities, and prwers, and obey 
magi riftrates. The prohibitions of chriſtianity, and the re- 
ſtraints of human laws, have the ſam object: Law, ſays 
the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of coercive and penal law, is made 


for the ungodly and for finners, for unholy and profane. 


Chriſtians are exprelsly commanded to render to all their 


due, tribute to whom tribute i is due, honour to whom honour. 


They are exhorted zo make ſupplications and prayers for 


Kings, and for all that are in authority. By well-doing, 


in reſpect to. civil obedience, they are 10 put to filence the 


irnorance of fooliſh men : As free,. and not ufing their *chriſ- 


tian liberty for a clak of malicicuſueſs, or a pretence for 


: ſedition, buf as the ſervants. of God. In the ſame ſpirit 
of duty and loyalty to governors, the ſevereſt reprehen- 


fion is paſſed on thoſe, 20% deſpr/e dominion and ſpeak evil 
of dignities. And St. Paul evidences an eſpecial zeal for the 
honour of his religion, with reſpect to its rules of civil 


conduct, when he enforces obedience to a ſocial precept 
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from this confideration, rat the name off God, and bis toc- 


rrine be not blaſphemed. 


It is plain from ſome of theſe paſſages, that attempts 
Hud been made to corrupt the minds of the firſt chriſtians 
by erroneous notions of civil liberty, and that the Apoſtles 5 
laboured to remove ſo great a reproach: and it is equally 
plain from the general tenour of the goſpel precepts, chat 
ſubjection to the laws of our country, and loyalty t to our 


Prince, are Eſlenraal N of a chriſtian 5 duty. 


But the tendency of revelation to promote the public 


welfare will not be fully repreſented without obſerving, 
that it not only regulates our external conduct by its ex- 


cellent precepts on the ſubject of civil ſubordination, but 


further teaches us an affectionate regard for our country, 
and a warm concern for its intereſts and d proſperity. The 


Pſalmiſt both inculcates this duty in ; en terms, O 
Fray for the peace of Feruſalem ; they ſhall Paper that love 


thee; and likewiſe commends it in the moſt engaging and 
forcible manner, from the conſideration of. our brethren 
and * and of our common religion. And our 

| . 7 8 bleſſed 


* 


R. 5 
Blefled Lord's deep affection for his country, when he had 
a prophetic foreſight of its approaching calamities, is 


ſtrongly marked by his words, and by his tears: When 


he was come near, he beheld the city and wept over it, ſay- 
ing, if thou hadſt known, even thou, at leaſi in this thy day, 


the things which belong to thy a but now they are hid 


"Om" * Hen. | 


But here perhaps it may be aſked, whether, in the courſe 
of human events, cauſes may not ariſe, to which the doc« 
trines above delivered ought not to be applied, or not in their 
utmoſt latitude? The poflibility of ſuch caſes muſt not 


be denied, leſt we be found to proteſt againſt paſt expe- 


rience ; but it may be aſſerted at the ſame time, that 
we have no clear warrant from ſcripture to determine any 
thing concerning them. It reads, indeed, the wiſeſt leſ- 


ſons of inſtruction to magiſtrates, as well as to ſubjecte, 


and is no more favourable to oppreſſion on the one hand 


than to rebellion on the other. The rulers, deſeribed by 
St. Paul, are not a terror to good works, but to the evil, and 
ere the miniſters of God to us for good. And, in like manner, 
vt, Peter ſpeaks of governors, as Fd for the puniſhment of 
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reſpeR, indeed, ſcripture reſtrains its precepts of civik 
ſubjection, declaring it to be our duty, 79:0bey God rather- 
than man. In other reſpects it ſeems to be altogether filent;. 
making, as has been obſerved before, no alteration in the 
conſtitutions of ſtates, and the civil capacities. of ſubjects, 
but leaving men, as.it- finds them,” to take the meaſures. 
of their obedience from their own laws, which originally. 
conſtitute that duty, the 3 only confirm and au- 
i thenticates. 
Let me not be underſtood therefore to condemn, in 
the groſs, all ſorts of oppoſition to ruling powers, how-- 
ever ſeaſonable, or ſoberly conducted. Governors are fal- 
lible, like ollier men; and, in ſo extenſive and complica« = 
ted a-courſe, may, and. muſt ſometimes, even with the | 
moſt upright intentions, make miſtakes,. and, it is poſſi- 
'" ble too, may mean amiſs. In either of which caſes wiſes 
: 1 and good men, appointed for ſuch purpoſes, and making 
[i | a conſcience of their duty, will ſpeak, and act, according. 
ll! - | to reaſon and their own beſt information. And if this be- 
| | | done ſoberly, and candidly, and. according to the forms: 
—— | —E 
1181 £ 
. 


1 25 ] 
of the conſtitution, : it is truly meritorious, becoming men 
living in a land of liberty, and in divers reſpects ſerviee- 


able to Government itſelf. 


Further than this, if at any time, by any unhappy com 
bination of cauſes, matters ſhould be carried to extremi- 
ties, and thoſe, whoſe province it is to be the guardians of 
the laws, ſhould. place themſelves above them,. and lay 
claim to a power of diſpenſing with them ; if a conſti- 
tution, which coſt our forefathers ſo much wiſdom” to 
perfect, and ſo much blood and treaſure to maintain, ſhould 
be thus driven to the extreme. of danger ;, rulers in the leaſt. 
converſant with human nature, with the hiſtory of man 
kind, and that of this country in particular, will not want 
to be told, that attempts of the ſort here mentioned, how- 
ever ſpeciouſly conducted, will ſeldom be brought to ſuc- 
ceed, and, perſiſted. in, will prove at all times of very pe- 
rilous iſſue, while there remains * portion of ſpirit in a 


free people. 


What has 1 ſaid will receive 1 Anden from 
* ſhort; 
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a ſhort view of the hiſtory of thoſe unhappy times, which 
the ſolemnity of this day calls to our remembrance. | 


In the beginning of that Al e but inſtructive 
period, wrong biaſs of education, the example of arbitrary 
predeceſſors, and the inſtigation of raſh adviſers, fatally in- 
fluenced an unfortunate Prince to tarniſh his private virtues; 
by adopting ſuch meaſures, as even thoſe, who afterwards. 
died in his cauſe, diſavowed in the firſt ſtages of the con- 
teſt. And this extenſion of the regal power ſeems to have i 
been as ill- timed, as it was exorbitant. The King had no 
acquired ſplendour to dazzle the eyes of his people, no 
triumph over a ſpiritual tyrant, or powerful invader, to 
diſplay, as had ſome of his predece ſfors. On the other 
hand, the nation was advancing in opulence and power; 4 
ſpirit of enquiry, and of freedom, was diffuſing itſelf. The 
increaſing weight of the executive power was obſerved, 
and watched with a jealous eye; and ſome peculiar cir- 
cumſtances of the times had brought on a too great pro- 
penſity to innovation in the Church, and to republicaniſm 
in the State. 
In 


| ff 7] 

In this critical ſituation of things, the encroachments on 
the conſtitution, and the ſtretches of the prerogative, were 
i of ſuch a nature, as might well give the alarm $. carrying 

but too much appearance of a deſire to rule alone, or in 
great meaſure independent on the laws. I cannot, on theſe 
accounts, think myſelf authorized to paſs injurious reflec- 
tions, or to beſtow. reproachful names on thoſe, who, in 
this perilous ſtate of power, ſtood forth to fix and aſcer- 
tain it, and to aſſert their own, and the people's rights, in 
an orderly courſe, and by the known rules of the conſtitution. 
Could they have gone on upon this ground, they might 
have done good ſervice to their country, and no leſs ſer- 
vice to their Sovereign,. by rendering government ſecure. 
and quiet, and eſtabliſhing ſubjection on its only firm and 
ſafe bottom. For certainly there was a tine; when the 
King had made every reaſonable conceſſion to the juſt de- 
mands of his people, and had redreſſed their grievances in. 


a regular and parliamentary way. 


If, at this period of the conteſt, they had had the wiſ- 
dom and moderation of mind to deſiſt from any further 
E claims 


. 


[18 1 


claims, und, inſtead of invading the undoubted rights of 


the crown, and infuſing unwarranted ſuſpicions into the 
minds of their fellow-ſubjects, had returned in time to 
the paths of loyalty and legal ſubjection, they might have 
ſtood in the rank of real patriots ; and impartial poſterity 
would have praifed their doings. Had they, I ſay, had 
the magnanimity to act after this manner, they might 
have ſaved their country, which at length was utterly 
undone ; they would have reſcued our hiſtory from 
ſome of its moſt diſgraceful events, the expulſion of the 
Peers from their legiſlative capacity; the abolition of the 


Commons by one of their own creatures, with every 


circumſtance of ſcorn and indignity; the triumph of fa- 


naticiſm, enthuſiaſm, and tyranny, over our civil and 
eccleſiaſtical conſtitution; and, at the cloſe, that exe- 
crable violation of ſacred Majeſty, which made us 4 pro- 
verb and byword among other nations, and which we are 
here met to deplore Pe 


The doctrines, which have been advanced, and the 
curſory ſurvey of the ; hiſtorical facts, which has been 
taken 


7 191 


' taken, ſuppeſt to us the following inſtructions among 


others. 


If outrageous oppoſition to lawful authority be of a na- 
türe ſo criminal in itſelf, and of a tendency ſo fatal in its 
conſequences, it muſt highly concern us, not only to ſtand 
clear of it altogether, but to guard againſt even the leaſt 
approach to it. The only ſure method of effecting this 
will be, to attend to the former precept of my text, and 
to habituate ourſelves to fear God ; to cultivate with all our 
care this powerful and comprehenſive principle, and cauſe 
it to take deep root in our hearts; whence it will not fail to 
diffuſe and diſſeminate itſelf through every part of our con- 
duct. It will make us good men, and good ſubjects; good, 
and virtuous in every capacity and relation of life : Deſti- 


tute of this, we ſhall be likely to perform our duty but very 


partially, and very imperfectly, in any. For it is religion 


alone, that can ſecure the regular and conſcientious prac- 


tice of every virtue, ſocial or perſonal ; which muſt depend 


thereon, not barely for its ſupport, but for. its very ex- 


iſtence. And we may lay it down for a certain maxim, 


that, as, apart from religion; there can be no good thing 
of 
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of any laſting quality; ſo there can 1 no true pyah Tos 


none to be depended. upon in. the article of trial. 
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bearing in mind, that, like other good things, 
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Again, if our conſtitution be in no reſpect unfavour- 
able to the natural rights of mankind, and to the cauſe: 
of liberty, but a promoter and encourager of both; it is 
incumbent « s to. reverence ſuch 2 conſtitution, to ſet at 
all times a very high value upon it; and not to give way to 
a ſupine indifference and unconcern about matters of ſo 
great moment, as the rights, religious and civil, of a free 
people. But while we are thus watchful of our own, let. 
us not be wanting in a ſuitable regard. to the rights of | 
others, eſpecially thoſe of the crown ; which we are equally. 


concerned to maintain, as. having all an immediate intere(t? 


and inheritance therein. 


Loet us love liberty; it is our moſt invaluable birth-right. 
But let us love it after a ſober and goodly manner; always 
it may 
be abuſed, is liable to be ſo beyond moſt other things; and 
that the abuſe of it is productive of effects, as fatal at leaſt as 


the abuſe of power, or any other the worſt abuſe, that 


can beſal a nation. , 


E 22 } 1 
; Oh this account it ill be us to be exceedingly 
cautious, not only to avoid all ſuch actual abuſe, but 
every thing having the remoteſt degree of tendency towards 
it; and particularly to beware, that we be not led away by 

falſe ſhadows or reſemblances, aſſuming the form of li- 


berty, and uſurping its ſacred name; that we do not, at 


any time, miſtake impatience of reſtraint, a reſtleſs ſpirit 


of 1 innovation, the daring views of ambition, or the flame 
of popular phrenzy, for the pure fire of liberty; whoſe 
property i it is, like a due degree of heat i in the natural body, 
to cheriſh and keep alive, — not to lay waſte, and con- 


ſume a conſtitution. 


To conclude—in the latter clauſe of the text, we are 
exhorted 70 honour the King. And, circumſtanced as we 
'of this country are, what poſſible inducement can We 
want, to engage with alacrity in the performance of this 
duty, and to falfil it in the utmoſt extent, towards a 
Prince, eminent for public and for private virtues, 

— 3 

The moſt ſuitable expreſſion of it, at this time, will bez 

40 prefer our ſupplications to that adoreable being, by whom 
F | Kings 
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Kings reign, and e Fear ice; that he would be 


pleaſed, of bis great goodneſs to this nation, to continue 
to preſerve and protect him; to crown with ſucceſs all 


his endeavours for the public good, and requite them with. 
the villing obedience of affectionate and grateful fub— 


jects; chat his reign may be long and proſperous, plente- 
ous in Divine Grace, and in all manner of bleflings ;. 
that his #hrone may be even as the Mount Sion, not fo be- 
removed, but Handing faſt in righteouſneſs and ruth, N 
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